Creation Group Covenant Building Guide
The purpose of Creation Groups is to join together for learning, modeling, formation and teaching. The groups will meet monthly for a common meal. Using the Blessed Earth film series and supporting workbooks “Hope for Creation” and “Hope for Humanity,” Creation Groups will study biblical sustainability principles at these monthly fellowship times. Conversations arising out of the group experience will influence how members will want to model what they are learning. This may be as simple as using a clothesline rather than a dryer for laundry. A natural outcome of the monthly sessions is a formational interaction that shapes each participant. This learning, formational dynamic will serve as teacher to the seminary and beyond.
In addition to the Creation Groups, the larger Creation Care Community will gather monthly with an open invitation to the committed as well as the curious. These larger meetings will include a meal, like a brown bag lunch in Cordelia Thomas, and a speaker. The invitational nature of the larger meeting will be to extend the conversations to influence Asbury more broadly. In time, our hope is to see joint sustainability relationships shared by both Asbury University and Asbury Seminary. 
We do intend to host one or two national speakers on campus during 2011-12 to raise awareness and further catalyze our learning. We would like to see an annual rhythm of Creation Groups nested within the larger Creation Care Community coupled with one or two major events. In a spirit of humility and teachability, we seek to grow in our stewardship of God’s gifts of nature, time, resources and relationships.
Given this framework for our first year, we invite Creation Group participants to craft a group covenant that reflects the four practices of learning, modeling, formation and teaching. Creation Groups will benefit from a connection with Dr. Marilyn Elliott who supports covenant groups across the seminary. There will also emerge links to Dr. Steve Martyn and Dr. Robert Stamps as they reside in Kalas Village as spiritual mentors to residents.
Please share a copy of your group covenant with Jason Clayton at your earliest convenience so he can serve as coordinator of the Creation Care Community. His e-mail address is Jason.Clayton@asbury.edu.

